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Profassor Mark Gluck and Honors Gollage studant Stephanls Lazzan

A Rising Star in Neuroscience
Rutgers-Mewark sophomare Stephanie Lazzaro s in rae
compary’: She s one of only nine Mew Jersey residents —
and the first Rutgers-Mewark: siudent ever — to be awarded a
315,000, two-year Barmy M. Goldwater Schalarship. Only 210
college undergraduates natiomwide wers recipients of the honor
this year.

The Goldwater Scholarship, ramed for the late United
States serator, is considered the nation's premier undengrad-
Uate award far students studying mathematics, science and
enginesrng. In recent years, 56 Goldwater Schaolars have
gone on to be named Bhades Scholars and 66 have received
Marzhall Awards.

Larzare, a member of the Honors College of the Newark
College of Arts and Sciences, has ambitious futue plans: She
wants to contribute to the growing body of research in behay-
iaral neuroscience, focusing on leaming, memary, and
Alzheimer's and Farkineon's diseases. .She already is inkerming

i the neurosdence lab of Mark Gluck, professor of neuro-
science and an intemationally known researcher in those areas
af imeeatigation at Rutgers-Newark's Canter for Molecuar and
Behavioral Meuroacience (CMBN).

Lazzaro's scientific talents were apparert even before she
arrived at Rutgers- Mewark as a student: She was only a geniar
i high school when she began working in Gluck's lab at CMEN
a5 part of an extamship.

Cultivating New Generations

of Researchers

Rutgers-Mewiark: has received a $2.6 million, fouryear renewal
af the Minority Biomedical Research Support MBRS) program
grant from the Maticnal Instifutes of Health (MIH). The program,
now in its 18th wear at the university, funds oppaortunites

for 10 undergraduate and 17 graduate students to work in the
razedrch laboratores of paricipating Autgers-MNewark: profes-
sors, who serve a3 mentars o the aspiring scholars.

Undergraduates in the program receie paid positions n
the labs as well & travel and research funding, while graduata
students hawve their student fees paid and are awarded a
stipend in addition to funding for travel and reseanch.

“In scienca, the best education cne can get includes
hands-on experience in a research lab," says Ann Cali,
professor of biology and principal imsestigator for the project.
“This really is an ideal situation for the studants.” Call notes
trat the #1 awailable slots cut across diverse scientific pursuits,
including bickgy, chemistry, psycholagy, physics, neuncscience
and nursirg.

She points to the program's impressive track recond
a3 evidenca of its effectiveness. In the past two years alone,
four MBRS Ph.[. students have gone on to post-doctoral study
gt Harvard and Yale universities, the Albert Einstein College of
Medicine and the NIH.

W Laying Foundations for

Scientific Study
Rutgers-Newark broke ground this past spring on ene of
the largest construction projects in its history —a new
$18 million, six-story life-sciences building that will add
about 67,000 square faet of state-of-the-art research and
teaching space to the university's science departments.
The building is specially designed to place the
offices of the principal investigators leading resaarch

teams closa to their labs, and features common areas and large open labs where scientists from multiple disciplines can freely

exchange ideas, both in casual environments and while at work. The structure will connect to Olson Hall at the basament lavel -

which will house addifional research facilities and equipment - and on the first thres floors, allowing sasy accass from ona building

to the other. Tero floors will initially be uneccupied to allow for growth as ressarch activity expands.
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